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THIS  IS  THE  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE  OF  MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 
THE  PROJECT  IS  "AN  ORAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  WINFIELD  DUNN  CAMPAIGN  AND  AD- 
MINISTRATION." THE  PLACE  IS  MOUNTAIN  CITY,  TENNESSEE  AND  THE  TIME  IS 
JULY  4,  1975.  THE  INTERVIEW  IS  WITH  MR.  J.  D.  ASHLEY.  THE  INTERVIEW 
IS  BY  DR.  CHARLES  W.  CRAWFORD,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVER- 
SITY ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE.  TRANSCRIBED  BY  BETTY  WILLIAMS. 
INTERVIEW  #1. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Mr.  Ashley,  I  think  we  might  start  best 

by  getting  some  background  information 
about  you.   If  you'll  give  a  brief  biography  of  yourself,  then  we 
will  get  on  with  the  time  when  you  became  associated  with  Winfield 
Dunn's  campaign. 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Well,  I  might  start  by  saying  that  I 

was  born  and  raised  here  in  Johnson 
County.   I  guess  I  am  54  years  old--born  in  1921.   Of  course   I  have 
lived  here  all  my  life  except  for  a  short  time  that  I  served  in  the 
army  in  World  War  II.   I  have  one  son  who  is  32  years  old.   My  father 
and  mother  are  both  deceased.   My  father  was  Tom  Clarence  Ashley.   I 
guess  he  was  born  in  Virginia-  -Bristol  —  that '  s  just  across  the  state 
line  in  Virginia.   He  died  when  he  was  seventy-one.   He  spent  practi- 
cally all  of  his  adult  life  here  in  Johnson  County.   Incidentally,  he 
was  a  professional  musician.   Of  course,  back  in  those  days  he  wasn't 
recognized  as  such  but  he  did  do  a  lot  of  entertaining.   I  might  add 
this,  probably  it  was  too  late  for  him  really  to  benefit  or  enjoy  it, 
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but  he  was  rediscovered  back  about--oh  I'd  say  ten  years  ago--by  a 
fellow  that  was  seeking  information  on  the  old  time  musicians.   A 
fellow  by  the  name  of  Ralph  Rensler  from  New  York  City  discovered 
my  father  at  some  kind  of  a  get  together  at  a  convention.   I  don't 
remember  where  it  took  place  really. 

As  a  result  my  father  had  the  privilege  of  performing  at  the 
Carnegie  Hall.   He  related  to  me  that  he  played  before  one  of  the 
biggest  audiences  that  he  had  ever  been  before  at  the  University  of 
California.   Also,  about  a  year  or  maybe  a  little  over  a  year  before 
he  died  he  had  the  opportunity  to  make  a  trip  to  England. 

So  this  was  a  very  important  event  in  all  of  our  lives.   My 
mother  died  recently;  she's  only  been  dead  a  couple  of  months.   She 
was,  I  guess,  75.   I  have  one  sister.   Her  name  is  Eva  Ashley  Moore. 
She  married  Robert  Gay  Moore  and  their  home  is  in  Saul,  Virginia, 
which  is  about  40  miles  from  here.   That's  about  the  size  of  the 
family.   I  might  add  my  wife,  whose  name  is  Hazel.   She  was  Hazel 
Akers.   She  was  originally  from  North  Carolina,  just  across  the  state 
line.   As  I  said  before,  we  have  the  one  son. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  work  were  you  doing  when  you  got 

into  the  Winfield  Dunn  campaign?   What 
was  your  experience  by  that  time,  Mr.  Ashley? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Well,  actually  the  only  work  I  ever  did 

when  I  returned  after  I  went  into  the 
service.  I  was  pretty  young.  I  got  out  of  the  service  after  World 
War  II   in  the  early  part  of  1946. 
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In  '47  I  went  to  work  for  J.  C.  News  and  Son  Hardware  here  in 
Mountain  City.   I  worked  there  for  approximately  four  or  five  years. 
And  in  1952  I  went  in  business  for  myself.   I  went  into  the  service 
station  business.   Then,  I'd  say  in  '53  or  '54  I  got  in  the  used 
automobile  business,  selling  used  cars.   I  took  on  a  partner  by  the 
name  of  C.  G.  Taylor  from  Boone,  North  Carolina.   He  was  already  in 
the  used  car  business  and  we  had  formed  sort  of  a  partnership.   But 
in  the  meantime,  in  1956  we  built  the  Boone  Trail  Dairy  Bar  over  on 
Highway  421.   Of  course,  we  have  operated  that  for  19  years.   But 
after  Mr.  Taylor  and  I  had  been  in  the  used  car  business  for  5  or  6 
years  we  took  on  the  franchise  of  the  Ford  Motor  Company.   That  was 
in  1957. 

About  a  year  or  so  later,  I  bought  Mr.  Taylor's  interest  out  and 
we  incorporated.   It  was  known  as  Boone  Auto  Exchange  Incorporated. 
I  continued  to  operate   that  up  until  '67.   I  had  in  mind  maybe  that 
my  son  after  he  had  finished  all  the  schooling  that  he  had  in  mind 
might  want  to  take  over  the  business.   But  he  wanted  to  go  a  differ- 
ent route.   I  had  some  health  problems.   I  had  a  slight  coronary 
heart  attack,  the  doctors  claimed,  and  I  knew  that  I  was  awful  sick 
for  awhile.   They  advised  me  that  I  was  under  too  much  pressure  so  I 
sold  out  the  automobile  business. 

The  concern  that  bought  it  was   unsuccessful.   They  only  operated 
it  about  a  year  and  then  it  was  completely  eliminated.   Of  course,  I 
retained  the  property—real  estate--and  that  is  where  we  have  the 
Boone  Trail  Dairy  Bar  now.   In  other  words,  about  all  my  experience 
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has  been  in  private  business  with  the  exception  for  the  4  or  5  years 
that  I  worked  for  the  J.  C.  News  and  Son  Hardware  Co. 
DR.  CRAWFORD;  What  political  background  did  you  have 

at  this  time,  Mr.  Ashley? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Well,  my  political  background  has  been 

up  until   the  beginning,  I  might  say, 
of  the  Winfield  Dunn  campaign,  basically  local.   Now,  I  have  partic- 
ipated to  a  very  small  extent  in  maybe  a  congressional  race  or  of  a 
state  senator.   But  basically,  my  interest  was  strictly  local  because 
I  remember  growing  up  here  in  Johnson  County  that  I  felt  like  maybe 
it  wasn't  due  to  the  political  situation.   Naturally,  politics  has 
got  to  do  with  a  little  bit  of  everything,  in  my  opinion.   The  unfor- 
tunate situation  that  I  grew  up  in,  I  felt  that  it  was  every  citizen's 
duty  to  contribute  to  the  improvement  of  the  situation. 

I  don't  remember  the  exact  date.   We  could  figure  it  up--in 
other  words,  when  I  actually  became  active,  but  it's  been  about  18 
years  ago.   Eighteen  years  ago  this  last  election  that  I  first  ran 
for  office.   I  was  a  candidate  that  time  as  a  member  of  the  Johnson 
County  Court.   I  was  elected  and  served  for  eighteen  years  —  three  6- 
year  terms.   During  that  time  I  certainly  didn't  have  any  selfish 
motive  or  didn't  have  anything  in  mind  for  any  personal  reasons.   The 
record  will  show  that  my  interest  was  strictly  to  do  or  make  whatever 
contribution  I  could  to  improve  the  expansion  of  the  economy  of  this 
town.   Of  course,  naturally  anything  that  was  profitable  or  beneficial 
to  Johnson  County  would  be  beneficial  to  me  because  it  is  my  home. 
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It's  the  only  place  I've  ever  cared  about  living  or  the  only  place  I 
ever  expect  to  live. 

Consequently,  I  was  very  active  and  never  reluctant  to  serve  on 
any  committee  that  I  felt  like  I  could  be  effective  on  or  be  of  any 
service.   I  think  one  of  the  most  important  things  that  happened 
during  the  time  that  I  was  serving  when  we  were  still  under  the  old 
system  of  just  haphazardly  appropriating  people's  money  the  state 
came  along  and  to  inform  us.   (I  don't  remember  what  year  this  was). 
I  guess,  I  had  been  in  the  court  two  or  three  years  at  that  time.   I 
was  pretty  young  in  that  court.   They  just  more  or  less  told  us  that 
we  would  have  to  volunteer  to  set  up  a  system,  that  was  going  to  be 
mandatory  with  every  county  eventually,  by  which  we  would  have  to 
use  a  required  budget  system.   That  was  very  good.   We  all  agreed  so 
we  volunteered  to  accept  that. 

At  that  time  we  had  a  very  efficient  chairman  of  the  court,  Mr. 
0.  D.  Dotson,  who  served  for  years  as  the  chairman  of  the  court.   He 
was  a  very  efficient  man  —  conservative  type  fellow--but  he  was  an 
excellent  chairman.   I  was  honored  to  be  appointed  by  him  to  be 
chairman  of  the  first  Budget  Committee  that  Johnson  County  ever  had. 
I  served  on  it  some  7  or  8  years.   Then  a  year  or  so  later  I  was 
elected  as  Vice  Chairman  and  I  continued  as  Vice  Chairman  for  several 
years.   I  served  on  the  Beer  Board  and  I  served  on  quite  a  few  com- 
mittees . 

Later  on,  the  state  came  along  with  an  indigent  hospitalization 
committee,  which  was  a  matching  program.   We  only  had  to  put  in  three 


or  four  hundred  dollars  and  the  state  and  federal  government  would 
give  us  several  thousand.   I  served  on  that  committee.   I've  always 
been(I  might  say  in  bragging  a  little  bit)  a  giver  instead  of  a  re- 
ceiver when  it  came  to  politics.   I  never  expected  anything  directly. 
I've  always  felt  like  that  a  lot  of  people  have  suggested  that  poli- 
tics is  a  dirty  word,  but  I  don't  think  it  is.   Not  at  all! 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  saw  it  more  as  an  opportunity  to  serve 

your  county  then? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  That's  right.   I  always  accepted  it  and 

felt  that  it  was  an  opportunity.   It's  like 
anything  else  business  or  professional;  it  is  exactly  what  the  indi- 
vidual makes  out  of  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  progress  have  you  noticed  in  general 

in  Johnson  County  in  the  last  eighteen 
years,  in  brief,  Mr.  Ashley? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Well,  the  progress  in  Johnson  County  in  my 

opinion,  has  been  almost  unbelievable.   It 
has  been  fantastic!   At  one  time  I  would  try  to  sit  down  and  try  to 
figure   out  certain  things  and  get  certain  statistics  and  make  compar- 
isons, but  in  the  last  5  or  6  years  I  have  been  a  little  reluctant  be- 
cause I  am  not  as  young  as  I  used  to  be.   I  don't  have  the  time,  but  I 
remember  at  one  time  I  got  a  report  from  the  University  of  Tennessee 
on  the  income.   I  don't  remember  what  year  this  was,  but  it  has  been 
about  or  before  we  started  making  our  progress  that  we  have  in  the 
last  fifteen  or  eighteen  years  and  the  comparison  was  just  almost  un- 
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believable.   The  figures  we  got  of  income  per  family  was  maybe  less 
than  half  of  what  it  was  in  the  adjoining  counties  such  as  Carter  and 
Washington  County.   But  the  most  important  thing  is  that  ever  since 
I  can  remember  we  had  our  people,  for  instance,  our  kids  that  was 
fortunate  enough  to  graduate  from  our  local  high  school  would  practi- 
cally all  go  out  of  the  county  to  go  up  north  or  somewhere  to  obtain 
employment  because  there  just  wasn't  anything  here.   Practically 
everybody  —  the  migration  from  here  was  just  greater  from  here  than 
from  anywhere  in  the  United  States. 

Now,  I  personally  think,  I  don't  have  any  figures  on  it  and  I 
haven't  checked  on  it  lately,  but  I  think  that  it  is  just  the  opposite. 
I  think  we  have  people  coming  in  here.   I  see  strangers  every  day  and 
people  I  have  never  seen  in  Johnson  County  before.   Of  course,  the  real 
progress  that  we  have  made  is  that  back  at  the  time  that  I  was  first 
elected  as  a   member  of  the  court  the  only  thing  we  had  here  was 
strictly  agricultural.   That  was  all  we  could  depend  on.   The  only 
people  that  got  jobs  here  locally  were  people  that  worked  for  merchants 
or  worked  for  farmers.   For  other  than  that  they  had  to  get  away  from 
here.   Now,  we  have  got  some  2500  or  3,000  people  on  payroll.   We  have 
a  fantastic  payroll  here! 

We've  got  Burlington  Industry,  which  is  a  very  fine  company.   In- 
cidentally, they  are  expanding  every  day.   They  started  with  about  four 
or  five  hundred  employees  and  now  I  would  say  they  have  1200.   I  under- 
stand that  they  are  expanding  again  which  will  add  another  500  or  600 
in  another  year  or  so.   Now  the  Greensboro  Manufacturing  Company  has 
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been  wonderful  and  Mountain  City  Glove.   That  is  a  small  concern,  but 
they  are  excellent.   They  work  five  or  six  hundred  people.   Then  of 
course,  we  have  our  pottery  plant  here.   They  are  doing  a  fine  job. 
They  don't  work  many  people,  but  it  gives  the  people  that  do  work  a 
decent  income. 

The  only  drawback  that  we  have  now  is  we  don't  have  a  lot  of  high 
paid  people.   Our  people  are  more  or  less  on  what  you  would  call  mini- 
mum wage.   You  have  a  few  people  that  draw  pretty  good  salaries,  but 
we  don't  have  a  lot  of  people  what  would  be  classed  as  middle  or  upper 
middle  income  bracket  as  far  as  being  on  jobs. 

The  progress  of  this  county  has  just  been  fantastic  and  wonderful. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  that  has  been  mostly  in  the  last  eighteen 

years  or  so? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  It  has  been  definitely  in  the  last  eighteen 

or  sixteen  years. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  about  the  political  composition  of  the 

county?  What  percentage  of  Republicans  has 
it  been? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Well,  we  claim  to  hold  the  record.   We  may 

have  lost  that  record  recently.   I  can 
remember  the  figures  that  were  quoted  back  before  all  this  progress 
started,  say  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago  basically,  (this  is  just  a 
rough  estimate  and  certainly  not  a  true  figure)  we  had  basically  about 
between  four  and  five  thousand  registered  Republican  voters  compared  to 
six  or  seven  hundred  registered  Democrat  voters.   Of  course,  that  has 
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changed  somewhat.   I  would  say  that  it  is  due  to  the  increase  in  popu- 
lation.  I  don't  remember  what  increase  we  have  had.   Getting  back  to 
saying  that  we  hold  the  record,  we  claim  that  we  were  not  only  the 
most  predominant  Republican  county  in  the  state  of  Tennessee  but  in 
the  whole  United  States.   And  that  was  true  at  that  time,  but  now  I 
would  say  that  it  has  changed  some  but  not  a  great  deal.   We  still 
have  about  everybody  here--still  Republicans. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  About  all  your  political  participation  then 

was  as  a  Republican? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Definitely,  that's  right.   Always. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Have  you  worked  in  the  campaigns  of  any  of 

the  members  of  Congress  from  the  First 
Tennessee  District? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Yes,  I  was  pretty  active,  especially  in  the 

Congressman  Quillen's  first  bid  for  election 
which  was  some  10  or  12  years  ago.   Of  course,  he  had  real  stiff  oppos- 
ition.  I  don't  remember  how  many  people  in  that  race,  but  there  must 
have  been  at  least  five  or  six  and  some  real  good  political  people.   He 
had  some  of  the  very  finest.   For  instance,  a  couple  of  our  judges 
which  were  real  outstanding  men  and  good  political  men  and  good  politi- 
cal leaders  that  were  interested  in  being  our  congressman.   I've  always 
sort  of  followed  the  leadership.   Now  at  that  time  our  Republican 
Party  and  was  interested  in  seeing  Congressman  Quillen  elected.   I 
would  generally  always  follow  the  leadership  without  I  had  a  certain 
specific  reason   to  disagree  with  the  leadership  which  I  have  in  the 
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MR.  ASHLEY: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  ASHLEY: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 


past  and  do  now  in  some  instances.   But  at  that  time  it  suited  me  just 
fine.   And,  of  course,  I  backed  Congressman  Quillen  and  I  made  an 
extra  effort  to  help  him  obtain  votes.   That's  about  the  only  and 
then  of  course,  he  has  been  reelected  every  two  years  since.   In  fact, 
he  hadn't  had  any  serious  opposition. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  the  year  he  first  went  into 

office,  Mr.  Ashley? 
No  sir,  I'm  sorry  I  don't. 
Well,  it's  been  a  number  of  years  ago. 
It's  been  about  ten  years  ago. 
I  know  it  is  hard  to  characterize  what  you 
believe  simply,  but  how  do  you  classify 
yourself  as  a  Republican  —  progressive ,  moderate,  conservative  or  is 
there  any  other  word  you  would  use? 

MR.  ASHLEY:  I  want  to  think  of  myself  as  being  a  con- 

servative.  In  fact,  I  am  a  conservative! 
But  I  am  certainly  not  radical  about  it.   I  always  reserve  the  right 
to  disagree  and  express  my  own  opinion.   Of  course,  there  has  been 
several  definitions  between  a  liberal  and  a  conservative.   In  fact,  I 
really  don't  know  how  to  describe  it  myself.   I'd  say  basically  I  would 
be  considered  a  conservative. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  sound  a  little  independent  to  me.   You 

seem  to  judge  each  person  on  the  basis  of 
what  they  seem  to  have  for  the  county  and  party  and  state. 
MR.  ASHLEY:  That's  exactly  right.   I  always  level  right 
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down  the  middle  of  the  road  in  that  respect. 
I  value  on  friendship  and  of  course  character.   I  have  always  been  the 
kind  of  a  person  that  likes  to  look  at  the  moral  standards  of  the 
person,  consider  their  ability,  and  try  to  determine  who  will  be  the 
best  to  represent  the  people  and  the  best  represent  everybody  the 
best  way,  and  in  an  equal  manner.   That's  why  I  am  not  necessarily 
what  would  be  classed  as  a  hard-headed  conservative  but  I  am  still  a 
conservative.   There  have  been  quite  a  few  of  my  good  friends  and 
especially  with  the  ability  that  I  know  personally  that  have  been 
Democrats  that  I  have  voted  for  and,  in  fact,  served  with  part  of  our 
court--made  up  of  Democrats.   Of  course,  when  it  comes  to  local  elec- 
tions here  such  as  for  instance,  the  clerk  of  your  court,  your  members 
of  your  county  court,  or  your  local  judge  or  any  of  those  people  we 
don't  necessarily  look  at  partisan  politics.   It  is  more  bi-partisan. 
I  think  that  has  been  very  good.   I  believe  that  we  have  been  to  a 
disadvantage  by  being  so  predominantly  Republican  all  these  years.   I 
think  that  that  has  been  more  of  a  disadvantage  to  us  than  it  has  an 
advantage.   In  other  words  if  a  battle  is  a  little  bit  close  then  every- 
body is  going  to  work  a  little  harder.   Then  when  everybody  works  a 
little  harder  then  the  best  man  generally  comes  out  on  top. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Then  sometimes  too,  a  county  is  appreciated 

more  if  a  candidate  has  to  work  a  little 
harder  to  get  it. 

MR.  ASHLEY:  That's  exactly  right.   It  brings  out  the  qual- 

ity and  you  find  out  more  about  the  candi- 
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date. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  was  the  situation  when  you  first  be- 

came acquainted  with  Winfield  Dunn.   When 
did  you  have  first  contact  with  him,  Mr.  Ashley? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Well,  I'll  tell  you  a  little  bit  about  that 

it  is  sort  of  an  odd  story  in  a  way.   I 
had  been  quite  active  in  local  politics  all  these  years.   Naturally, 
you  would  have  quite  a  few  people  who  would  rely  on  you.   You  have 
their  confidence  which  I  pride  myself  in  thinking  I  have  the  confi- 
dence of  people  who  know  me.   They  know  my  background  and  they  know 
the  kind  of  person  that  I've  been  in  54  years  of  life  that  I've 
lived  here  in  Johnson  County,  that  I'm  not  a  bit  ashamed  of  in  fact 
I'm  proud  of  it.   The  thing  that  got  me  interested  in  this:  a  group-- 
a  small  group--of  my  supporters  and  close  friends  came  to  me  in  the 
very  beginning.   (This  was  before  the  primary).   They  said,  "We 
want  to  get  active  in  this  governor's  race." 

I  said,  "Well,  I  do  too.   Let's  get  together." 

They  said,  "Well,  we  would  like  to  have  you  as  a  kind  of  a 
leader." 

I  said,  "I  would  like  to  be  a  worker  and  let  somebody  else  be 
the  leader." 

Well  we  talked  on  awhile  and  finally  they  said  you  just  go 
ahead  and  make  some  contacts  and  see  what  you  can  find  out  and  get 
active.   This  was  just  a  small  group.   I  don't  remember  the  individ- 
ual names,  but  anyway  it  was  a  group  of  interested  Republicans.   So 
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I  decided  and  told  them  I  would  see  what  I  could  find  out.   So  at 
that  point  (well  actually  I  might  be  a  little  bit  ahead  of  myself). 
I  think  this  was  after  the  primary.   Definitely  in  the  primary  we 
had  so  many  people  in  it  that  nobody  had  a  chance  hardly  to  do  any- 
thing.  This  was  after  Winfield  Dunn  was  nominated  that  this  took 
place.   That's  the  way  it  came  about  instead  of  in  the  primary. 
Well,  anyway  to  go  on  with  the  story.   I  decided  the  first  thing  I 
had  to  find  out  was  who  was  the  campaign  manager.   So  I  inquired  and 
I  found  out  that  his  campaign  manager  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Harry 
Wellford  out  of  Memphis. 

I  have  always  been  pretty  bold  and  never  reluctant  to  talk  to 
somebody,  or  contact  somebody  so  I  just  sat  down  and  picked  up  the 
phone  and  called  Harry  Wellford.  I  told  him  what  I  was  interested 
in  and  asked  him  if  he  was  interested  in  me  and  he  said,  "Yes  sir! 
I  definitely  am  interested  in  you." 

So  that  got  the  thing  started.   But  in  the  meantime  before  I 
did  that.   I  talked  to  Congressman  Quillen.   I  told  Congressman 
Quillen  that  I  would  like  to  take  part  in  the  Winfield  Dunn  campaign. 

I  am  not  being  critical  of  the  things  that  he  told  me,  but 
this  is  basically  facts.   I  certainly  wouldn't  misquote  him,  but 
actually  what  he  related  to  me  was,  which  is  the  way  it  worked  and 
I  agreed  with  him  and  with  it  to  a  certain  extent.  I  called  him  and 
told  him  that  I  would  like  to  be  active  in  the  campaign. 

He  said,  "The  way  it  is  going  to  be  set  up  in  the  First  Congres- 
sional District  (Incidentally,  it  got  set  up  all  over  the  state 
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that  way  whether  it  was  good  or  bad,  that  was  the  way  it  was).   He 
said,  "Now,  the  leadership  is  going  to  handle  it."  He  said,  "In 
other  words,  the  chairman  of  the  party  and  of  course,  right  on  down 
the  line,"  he  said,  "will  dictate  the  policies  more  or  less  and  they 
will  handle  Winfield  Dunn's  campaign." 

Well,  I  didn't  agree  with  that  and  I  still  don't  agree  with  it. 
Because  they  might  have  been  some  of  the  executive  committee  or 
even  in  some  cases  (and  I  don't  say  that  this  was  the  case  in  this 
county),  but  I  say  in  some  cases  in  my  opinion  that  even  the  chair- 
man of  the  party  wouldn't  have  necessarily  been  for  Winfield  Dunn. 
So  my  suggestion  to  Harry  Wellford  was  this--and  I  don't  know 
whether  there  was  any  decisions  made  on  my  suggestion  or  not  but  the 
way  it  all  came  about  it  worked  out  just  the  way  that  I  did  suggest 
it. 

I  made  this  suggestion:   I  related  it  to  Harry  Wellford.   That 
we  concentrate  on  priority  for  Winfield  Dunn.   Now  what  happens,  see 
is  that  they  combine  which  is  good  now.   You  got  to  accept  the  whole 
party.   Of  course,  we  had  our  First  District  Congressman,  Congress- 
man Quillen,  who  was  on  the  ballot  and  then  Senator  Baker,  I  guess, 
and  of  course,  Winfield  Dunn. 

We  had  an  opportunity  to  elect  the  second  Republican  governor 
in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  the  first  one  in  fifty  years!   I  felt 
like  that  priority  ought  to  be  put  on  that,  not  that  our  other  Re- 
publican candidates  shouldn't  have  priority  too,  but  I  think  our 
prime  objective  was  to  elect  a  governor  which  we  succeeded  in  doing, 
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fortunately.   Of  course,  Harry  Wellford,  who  was  a  very  intelligent 
individual  and  I  think  one  of  the  finest  campaign  managers  that  I 
have  ever  had  any  association  with,  so  consequently  he  agreed  that 
Winfield  Dunn  should  have  priority.   In  other  words  I  suggested 
that  his  name  should  be  listed  first  on  all  the  banners  and  on  all 
the  campaign  literature  which  I  don't  recall  exactly,  but  I  think 
in  a  lot  of  cases  it  wasn't  that  way.   It  was  set  up  that  the  exec- 
utive committee--at  least  the  chairman  of  the  party  in  each  county-- 
and  the  executive  committee  would  handle  the  campaign. 

Well  they  did  handle  it,  but  in  the  meantime.  .  .  .  Now,  this 
is  my  understanding.   I  can't  state  that  this  was  the  actual  fact 
but  it  was  my  opinion  and  my  understanding  that  in  agreeing  to  do 
this  that  Harry  Wellford  reserved  the  right  to  appoint  one  coordi- 
nator for  the  Governor  Dunn  campaign  in  each  county.   Of  course,  in 
my  opinion,  most  of  the  counties  accepted  that.   Johnson  County 
didn't.   That  was  very  harmful  to  us.   Very  harmful  to  us  in  this 
county! 

I  was  appointed  as  the  coordinator  and  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment.  Of  course,  that  created  an  awful  lot  of  confusion  I  guess, 
or  dissatisfaction.   In  other  words,  there  was  resentment  to  it  by 
the  leadership.   There's  an  awful  long  story  connected  to  it  that 
I  wouldn't  attempt  to  relate  it  all.   In  fact,  I  just  had  rather 
not  discuss  certain  parts  of  it.   But  I  did  act  as  the  coordinator 
for  Governor  Dunn's  campaign  here  in  the  county.   As  a  result  of 
the  dissatisfaction  and  disagreeing  with  the  leadership  it  really 
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wasn't  as  effective  as  I  would  have  liked  for  it  to  be.   I  wanted  to 
have  a  special  committee  to  help  me  in  coordinating  the  campaign  in 
this  county  because  I  knew  the  lay  of  the  land  and  I  knew  the  voters 
and  I  knew  their  interests  and  I  knew  there  were  quite  a  few  people 
who  were  close  to  me  and  good  friends  and  good  political  connections 
that  I  would  have  liked  to  have  a  committee  made  up  of,  but  I  wasn't 
permitted  to  do  that.   Maybe  they  were  right  and  I  was  wrong  because 
I  don't  claim  to  be  an  expert  on  political  campaigns. 

Anyway,  I  don't  remember  the  exact  vote,  but  it  was  excellent. 
But  I  think  Congressman  Quillen  has  always  carried,  at  least  for  the 
last  10  years  and  the  time  that  he  has  been  in  Congress,  he  has 
always  lead  just  about  the  ticket  in  Republican  votes  here,  but  I 
believe  in  this  case  in  the  general  election  when  Winfield  Dunn  was 
elected  he  got  just  a  few  more  votes  than  the  Congressman  did. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Am  I  correct  in  understanding  that  you 

had  to  run  the  Winfield  Dunn  campaign 
mainly  yourself  in  Johnson  County? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  No,  I  didn't.   It  was  actually  run  by  the 

leadership  —  by  the  Republican  Executive 
Committee  or  the  Chairman.   I  was  not  permitted  to  participate  to 
the  extent  that  I  wanted  to  or  I  think  in  my  opinion  that  Judge 
Harry  Wellford  would  have  liked  for  me  to  have  participated  simply 
because  of  the  disagreeing  of  the  set-up  in  this  First  Congressional 
District . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Was  there  any  separate  financial  support 
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raised  for  the  Dunn  campaign  separate 
from  the  Republican  ticket  as  a  whole  in  Johnnson  County? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Not  that  I  know  of.   Not  that  I  know  of. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Still  something  must  have  been  done  well 

considering  his  vote  total.   Do  you  re- 
member the  percentage  of  which  he  carried  the  county? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  No,  I  really  don't,  but  it  was  (a  rough 

guess)  of  about  5  to  1 . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  is  a  very  overwhelming  percentage. 

MR.  ASHLEY:  Yes,  that's  right. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  suppose  that  his  leading  the  ticket 

caused  resentment  on  the  part  of  any  other 
people  who  were  on  the  Republican  ticket? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  No  sir,  I  don't  believe  it  created  any 

resentment  by  any  of  the  other  candidates. 
It  could  have  created  some  resentment  by  some  other  people.   But  I 
don't  think  of  any  of  the  candidates  at  that  point. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  how  Winfield  Dunn  had  done 

in  the  primary  in  Johnson  County  in  August 
of  1970? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  He  didn't  do  any  good  at  all.   I  think  he 

got  less  than  200  votes  in  the  primary  be- 
cause he  didn't  have  anybody  that  I  know  of  that  was  active  in  his 
primary. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Of  course,  there  was  an  East  Tennessean 
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Republican  candidate  in  the  primary.   Mr. 
Jenkins  was  running. 
MR.  ASHLEY:  That's  right,  Mr.  Jenkins.   I  think  that 

he  was  better  known  up  here  and  probably- 
carried  it. 

In  fact,  I  really  didn't  get  interested  in  it  until  after  the 
primary  was  over  because  there  were  so  many  candidates  to  pick  from. 
I  don't  remember  exactly.   It's  been  about  five  years  ago  or  so.   I 
don't  remember  or  maybe  I  was  pretty  well  tied  up  with  something  else 
during  the  time  that  the  primary  campaign  was  being  conducted.   When 
we  saw  the  opportunity  that  we  had  to  install  our  nominee  in  the 
governorship  down  here,  then  we  all  got  interested.   That's  when  the 
work  really  started. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  it  was  a  remarkable  change  between 

August  and  November  when  he  received  only 
a  couple  of  hundred  votes  and  the  time  then  that  he  carried  the  coun- 
ty about  5  to  1 .   So  evidently,  something  was  done  right  in  the  coun- 
ty.  Why,  Mr.  Ashley,  did  you  decide  that  there  was  a  chance  to  get 
a  republican  candidate  in  the  governor's  office?   One  had  been  running 
in  many  campaigns  since  Alf  Taylor  was  in  office  in  the  1920's.   So 
why  did  you  feel  Winfield  Dunn  might  win? 
MR.  ASHLEY:  Well,  really  to  be  honest  and  frank  with 

you,  I  felt  like  the  Democrat  Party.  .  . 
Well,  there's  two  things  really:   One  of  the  main  things  is--now  this 
is  only  my  opinion--!  don't  have  anything  concrete  to  base  it  on,  but 
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my  opinion  is  that  the  state  of  Tennessee  has  always  been  Democratic 
as  a  whole,  but  they  are  conservative.   And  I  think  the  biggest  con- 
tribution to  the  success  of  Winfield  Dunn's  being  elected  was  the 
liberalism  in  the  Democrat  Party  nationwide.   Now,  that  is  one  of  the 
things. 

And  to  be  frank  with  you  I  don't  know  how  it  came  about  but  it's 
been  not  only  stated  by  me  but  by  a  lot  of  other  Republicans  in  this 
county  that  the  Democrats  nominated  the  wrong  man.   So  I  guess,  every- 
body feels  like  that,  but  all  in  all,  I  think  the  enthusiasm  that  was 
worked  up  by  the  Republican  Party  and  the  cooperation  by  our  senators, 
And  of  course,  we  had  just  had  one  Republican  senator  elected  and  it 
looked  like  we  were  going  to  get  another  one  and  we  did.   That  had  a 
big  bearing  on  it. 

And  I  believe  that  getting  back  to  what  I  stated  in  the  beginning 
that  Tennessee  has  always  been  a  conservative  state  and  I  think  that 
contributed  to  getting  our  first  Republican  senator  elected. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  ASHLEY: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

ing   the  campaign? 
MR.  ASHLEY: 


When  did  you  first  meet  Winfield  Dunn? 
Well,  let's  see.   The  first  time  I  met  him 
personally  was  after  he  was  elected. 
How  often  were  you  in  touch  with  Harry 
Wellford  or  his  campaign  headquarters  dur- 


Well,  I  was  in  touch  constantly—well,  now 
what  happened,  I  don't  remember  the  date 
nor  how  long  but  actually  Harry  Wellford  basically  was  a  campaign  man- 
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ager.   He  did  most  of  his  work  for  Winfield  Dunn  in  the  primary  and 
then  he  continued  for  a  short  time  during  the  general  election.   But 
after  the  campaign  for  the  general  election  got  underway  real  good 
Harry  was  more  or  less  elevated  to--I  guess  you  would  call  it  maybe-- 
kind  of  an  honorary  position  and  another  man  took  over  as  the  campaign 
manager. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Who  was  doing  that  work  at  the  time? 

MR.  ASHLEY:  If  I  could  think  of  his  name.   In  other 

words  he  was  out  of  Senator  Baker's  office. 
He  was  a  candidate  for  governor. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Lamar  Alexander? 

MR.  ASHELY:  Lamar  Alexander  —  that '  s  right!   Lamar 

Alexander  took  over  as  campaign  manager 
after  Harry  Wellford  had  more  or  less--I  call  it--sort  of  bowed  out. 
He  was  still  the  top  man.   He  was  the  man  that  I  practically  had  all 
my  contact  with,  Harry  Wellford. 
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